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While fraternity life is of-
ten characterized by party 
culture and social hierar-
chies, the brothers of Alpha 
Delta Phi (ADP) at UR are 
choosing a different path — 
one rooted in vulnerability, 
wellness, and community 
support.

ADP hosted a men’s men-
tal health awareness event 
April 13, open to all frater-
nities on campus, featuring 
speakers from the Roches-
ter chapter of the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness 
(NAMI).

“We wanted to kind of 
educate our fraternity as 
well as just the general 
male population on campus 
about how they can deal 
with their mental health,” 
junior Alaap Rag, vice pres-
ident of ADP, said. “We re-
alized there’s nothing for us 
to do specifically unless we 
educate ourselves first … in 
order to help other people, 
we wanted to learn how we 
can help other people.”

The men’s mental health 
workshop event hosted 
Board President of NAMI 
Michael Murphy, Board 
VP John Messenger, and 
Board Member Ryan Thi-
bodeau. The talk began by 
discussing the fact that men 
are less likely than women 
to be diagnosed with men-
tal health conditions, and 
how this problem arose 

due to the “glorification 
of the strong, silent type,” 
which is a symptom of the 
deep-seated cultural norms 
that favor self-sufficiency in 
traditional masculinity.

Throughout the talk, the 
guest speakers and the au-
dience discussed the neg-
ative stereotypes of being 
a psychiatric patient, the 
origin of these views, the 
cultural and generational 
differences in men’s men-
tal health, and how the 
media — for better or for 
worse — has impacted the 
stigma around men’s men-
tal health. At the end of the 
talk, the speakers distribut-
ed resources with numbers 
to call, people and organi-
zations to reach out to, and 
suggestions for ways that 
frat brothers could support 
each other mentally. 

“Whether or not we’ve 
personally been affected by 
poor mental health, we’ve 
seen another brother go 
through it,” junior Brandon 
Sookoo, secretary of ADP, 
said. “And I think some-
times, it can feel kind of 
powerless. So we just want-
ed to be able to empower 

brothers with the resources 
or practices that they need. 
And also kind of switching 
the culture around talking 
about mental health in 
Greek life.”

Being a fraternity mem-
ber often comes with pre-
conceived notions, espe-
cially about masculinity. 
Rag noted that the stigma 
surrounding mental health 
is especially perceived in 
men in Greek life.

“The stereotypical frater-
nity man is supposed to be 
a little bit more macho and 
not supposed to show their 
emotions,” he said.

More than just ADP are 
working to shatter those 
stereotypes, as frats across 
UR make moves toward so-
cial responsibility, such as 
Sigma Phi Epsilon’s recent 
collaboration with the 19th 
Ward community in the 
Spelling Bee.

Many Greek life houses 
have a risk manager, whose 
role is traditionally to look 
after people and make sure 
people are safe at their par-
ties.

However, risk manage-
ment doesn’t just pertain to 
parties. It is just as import-
ant in the day-to-day lives 
of the frat brothers. “This 
is a competitive school,” 
junior Nathan Weiss, presi-
dent of ADP, said. “And that 
can take a toll on students. 
I see this every week. This 
is outside of fraternities as 
well as sororities. You just 
go, you work, and a lot of 
times you end up back in 
your room after studying. 
You got that feeling, man, 
I tried my best, and I feel 
like it’s not enough. And 
that can be a very painful 
feeling.” This is the reason 
why they take brotherhood 
seriously, Weiss explained. 

The fraternity has earned 
recognition for its efforts in 
risk management, winning 
multiple risk management 
and harm reduction awards 
from both the University 
and the international orga-
nization for ADP.

The fraternity has also 
been working on establish-
ing its new health and well-
ness committee. “They’ve 
already been effective in 
helping some of our friends 
here, which has been very 
nice to see,” Weiss added. 

In line with their com-
mitment to supporting the 
community and fostering 
wellness, ADP will also be 
having a Clothing and Book 
Drive starting in May.

Syed is a member of 
the Class of 2027.

Putting Brotherhood and Mental Health at 
the Forefront in ADP
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In an academic year rife 
with tensions between stu-
dents, University administra-
tors, and the Trump admin-
istration, UR students have 
taken a stand on activism in 
university settings. 

The undergraduate-led 
“Petition to Defend Student 
Activism, Free Expression, 
and Academic Freedom at the 
University of Rochester” calls 
for the University to stop “ac-
tively silencing its students,” 
listing out specific demands 
that range from a declaration 
that free speech is protected 
in the University, to the re-
versal of disciplinary action 
against student protestors. 

The petition was circulat-
ed on Instagram by Students 
for a Democratic Society 
(SDS), Jewish Voices for 
Peace (JVP), and Students for 
Justice in Palestine (SJP), and 
has since gained over 100 sig-
natures from the University 
community. 

Senior and Organizing 
Chair of SDS Elena Perez was 
one of many who signed and 
endorsed the petition. When 
asked about why, they stated 
that they believe some of the 
University’s current policies 
do not allow for intellectual 
and personal development. 

“There can be no affirma-
tion of students’ right to free 
expression without the re-
moval of excessive surveil-
lance and policing, whether 
that surveillance and policing 
comes from administration or 
external enforcement agen-
cies,” Perez told the Campus 
Times. 

The petition is under junior 
Isha Agarwal’s name on the 
Students Association website, 
however in email correspon-
dence with the CT, Agarwal 
said that the petition was writ-
ten by senior and student ac-
tivist Sarah Aljitawi. Aljitawi 
did not respond to the CT’s 
request for comment.

Opdahl is a member of 
the Class of 2026.

‘The brothers of Al-
pha Delta Phi (ADP) 
at UR are choosing a 

different path.’

‘Being a fraternity 
member often comes 

with preconceived no-
tions, especially about 

masculinity.’

Petition To 
Protect Stu-
dent Activ-
ism Gains 

Traction on 
Campus
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National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) speakers deliver a presenta-
tion on male mental health, hosted by Alpha Delta Phi (ADP).
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From Proliferation to Power: Mitochondria in 
the Developing Heart

BY KSHIRIN ANANDKUMAR
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Newborns with heart de-
fects are born into a race 
against time. Their hearts, 
even if capable of pumping 
blood, are immature, still in 
the essential process of dif-
ferentiating into specialized 
structures. It is this critical 
window that Dr. George Por-
ter and his research team 
are trying to better under-
stand. A pediatric cardiolo-
gist and researcher, Porter 

is leading efforts to uncover 
how mitochondria — cellular 
structures best known as the 
“powerhouses” of the cell — 
play a central role in guiding 
cardiac development. Po-
sitioned at the intersection 
of basic science and clinical 
care, the work of Porter’s lab 
could one day help vulnera-
ble newborns win that race.

Porter always knew he 
wanted to go into pediatrics. 
His love for research, on the 
other hand, was more unex-
pected, stemming from an 

unplanned summer lab po-
sition as an undergraduate 
student that inspired him to 
pursue basic biology along-
side medicine. After earning 
a dual MD–PhD from the 
University of Maryland, Por-
ter used his background in 
muscle cell biology to inves-
tigate heart development at 
Yale. It wasn’t until his move 
to Rochester, however, that 
he became more familiar-
ized with the critical role of 
mitochondria in the develop-
ing heart. That spark set the 

stage for his current work: 
uncovering how mitochon-
dria regulate cardiac devel-
opment and drive the mat-
uration of cardiomyocytes 
(muscle cells responsible for 
the heart’s ability to contract 
and pump blood).

At the heart of Porter’s re-
search is the mitochondria. 
Mainly thought of as produc-
ing energy for the body, mi-
tochondria also play a pivotal 
role in guiding cardiomyo-
cyte maturation. 



For Dr. Suzannah Iadarola, 
Associate Professor of 
Pediatrics and Public Health 
at UR, research goes hand 
in hand with community 
partnership. Change doesn’t 
only take place in the lab, 
but also out in communi-
ties, interacting directly 
with families and working 
with community-based in-
stitutions. Recently named 
the Haggerty-Friedman 
Professor in Developmental/
Behavioral Pediatric 
Research in the Department 
of Pediatrics, Developmental 
and Behavioral Pediatrics, 
Iadarola incorporates inclu-
sive approaches in healthcare 
for children with intellectual 
and developmental disabil-
ities. Her work focuses on 
community-driven research, 
particularly in collaboration 
with people with disabili-
ties, their families, and the 
networks that support them. 
“Disability rights and justice 
are part of our collective re-
sponsibility,” she explained. 

Iadarola’s research spans 
autism, cerebral palsy, and 
a broad range of neurode-
velopmental conditions. Her 
approach is rooted in chal-
lenging ableism and the sys-
temic biases that often under-
estimate the capabilities and 
needs of disabled individuals. 
Ableism refers to “perpetuat-
ed biases about what people 
with disabilities are capable 
of or not,” Iadarola explained. 

To Iadarola, the most re-
warding part of her research 
is the collaboration inher-
ent to her work, whether it 
be with the community, her 
trainees, or other collabora-
tors on projects. “The field 
of disability [research] is rel-
atively new, so there is a ton 
of evolution that is still hap-
pening that makes it an ex-
citing place to be,” Iadarola 
said. With this comes “a very 
strong sense of accountability 
and responsibility.”

In the summer of 2024, 
the Journal of Autism and 
Developmental Disorders 
published a paper on the 

Building Better Bridges inter-
vention — a model developed 
to support autistic students 
transitioning to elementa-
ry and secondary schools  
Iadarola contributed as part 
of the research team. “There 
are significant challenges for 
any kid who is transitioning 
from school systems, [but] 
for autistic students and oth-
ers with disabilities, the chal-
lenge can be quite exacerbat-
ed,” Iadarola said. In these 
cases, support is needed for 
both the “sending and re-
ceiving team” — the sending 
team being the parents who 
send their children to school, 
and the receiving team being 
characterized as the teachers 
at school. However, there are 
not always dedicated path-
ways to alleviate these prob-
lems and meet the needs of 
the children and adults navi-
gating through this transition. 

The Building Better Bridges 
intervention used a coaching 
model that provided tailored 
support to families and edu-
cators. “We worked direct-
ly with parents and created 
highly individualized profiles 
for each student,” Iadarola 
explained. The model has 
been implemented in lo-
cations like Rochester, Los 
Angeles, and Sacramento, 
with promising results across 
the country. Even through-
out different locations, the 
themes did not differ. The 
collaboration between care-
givers and teachers promoted 
children’s transitions and in-
creased caregivers’ self-effi-
cacy as well. 

One of Iadarola’s current 
projects, Mind the Gap, is a 
family-centered program de-
signed for families navigat-
ing their child’s new devel-
opmental diagnosis. “When 
families receive a diagnosis, 
they often do not have a lot of 
guidance, and families don’t 
know how to gain access to 
resources,” she said. Mind 
the Gap fills that void by of-
fering a collection of prac-
tical tools and information. 
Central to the program is the 
use of peer navigators — ex-
perienced parents trained to 
support others going through 
similar experiences. The pro-
gram includes an intentional 
matching process that factors 
in the different priorities of 
different families. “We asked 
questions and did our best 
to match what was most im-
portant to [the families],” 
Iadarola said. The program 

has shown significant suc-
cess, increasing parents’ so-
cial support networks, reduc-
ing stress, and empowering 
families to take control of 
their children’s care.

Iadarola’s recent ap-
pointment to the Haggerty-
Friedman Professorship is 
more than just a profession-
al milestone — it’s a deeply 
personal honor. The position 
was previously held by her 
mentor, Dr. Tristram Smith, 
a pioneering figure in the field 
of developmental and behav-
ioral pediatrics who passed 
away in 2018.

“This professorship hasn’t 
had another host since Dr. 
Smith passed,” Iadarola said. 
He was a longstanding men-
tor and friend, and someone 
who truly championed com-
munity partnerships, making 
the professorship personally 
meaningful to her. “When 
he passed, there was ongo-
ing research from his legacy, 
[so] the professorship will be 
able to ensure these research 
problems will be completed 
to the best extent,” Iadarola 
said. 

“It would take four very 
accomplished faculty mem-
bers [to match] one Tristram 
Smith,” she said, emphasiz-
ing the profound impact of 
Smith’s work and the legacy 
he left behind. Working with 
Smith at the start of her career 
is what sparked Iadarola’s 
passion for working with 
children with disabilities, and 
part of what pushed her to 
continue to partner with the 
community and align her re-
search with that of Smith’s. 

As the national conversa-
tion around health equity 
evolves, Iadarola remains 
steadfast in her research and 
advocacy. “Equity work has 
specifically been under at-
tack,” Iadarola stated. “We 
use terms like ‘equity’ and 
‘justice,’ but what we’re really 
talking about is health for all. 
I would hope that ‘health for 
all’ is non-partisan, and I have 
faith that the [University] will 
make sure health promotion 
remains intact.”

 Syed is a member of
the Class of 2027.
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Partnering with the 
Community to Support Children 

with Developmental Disorders

Interestingly, early in the 
neonatal period — which 
lasts four weeks after birth 
— these mitochondria are 
still immature, alongside 
the cells that they are lo-
cated in. Porter’s team has 
shown that as mitochondria 
mature, they help drive the 
transition of cardiomyo-
cytes from rapidly dividing, 
unspecialized cells to fully 
functional specialized car-
diac muscle cells. Though 
the team is interested in un-
derstanding the entire span 
of cardiac development, the 
lab has shifted its priority to 
after the baby is born, where 
clinical intervention be-
comes a possibility. Porter 
noted how the four-week 
neonatal window offers both 
a critical phase of develop-
ment and a rare opportu-
nity for potential therapies 
to make a difference in real 
time.

To understand how mito-
chondria influence cardiac 
development, Porter’s lab 
has turned its focus to the 
mitochondrial permeability 
transition pore (mPTP). The 
mPTP is a channel regulated 
primarily by a mitochondri-
al protein known as cyclo-
philin D (CypD). Prolonged 
opening of mPTPs is typical-
ly associated with mitochon-
drial dysfunction and cell 
death, and Porter’s lab has 
shown that the closure of 
these mitochondrial pores 
during embryonic develop-
ment is what drives mito-
chondrial maturation and 
subsequent cardiomyocyte 
differentiation. This shift 
marks a transition from pro-
liferation (rapid cell divi-
sion) to differentiation (spe-
cialization). As Porter puts 
it, “you need to make more 
cells, but at some point those 
cells have to form mature 
cells.” More recent investi-
gations from Porter’s team 
have demonstrated that the 
same phenomena occurs 
in neonatal hearts — where 
the closure of the mPTP im-
proves mitochondrial func-
tion and enhances cardiac 
performance.

This novel understanding 
of mitochondrial involve-
ment in cardiac develop-
ment carries significant 
clinical promise, but its 
translation into practice 
relies on whether these in-
sights can be safely and ef-
fectively applied in the neo-
natal setting. Two drugs of 
particular interest to Porter 
— cyclosporin A and NIM811 
— promote the closure of the 
mPTP and encourage car-
diomyocyte differentiation 
by inhibiting the mitochon-
drial protein CypD. 

More differentiated cells 
produce more cellular ener-
gy and have greater strength 
to contract and pump 
blood. This shift could help 

neonatal hearts rapidly ma-
ture to meet postnatal cir-
culatory needs, especially in 
newborns with congenital 
heart defects. However, this 
shift towards maturation 
comes at the cost of prolif-
eration, potentially limiting 
the total number of cardio-
myocytes formed during 
a critical developmental 
window. 

Despite this tradeoff, 
Porter believes the benefits 
could outweigh the costs in 
critical care scenarios. “If 
you can get the kid through 
that neonatal period,” he 
explained, “not just by giv-
ing them drugs that cause 
the heart to squeeze better, 
but by actually changing 
the trajectory of the cells 
that are there? That would 
be good.” Supporting ear-
ly maturation, he suggests, 
could stabilize these fragile 
hearts to get them through 
their sickest stretches. As for 
the long-term consequenc-
es of reduced proliferation, 
Porter stated that it “can be 
dealt with later.”

Despite its promise, trans-
lating this research into 
treatment remains com-
plex. Cyclosporin A, while 
promoting cardiomyocyte 
maturation, has historically 
been used as an immuno-
suppressant, posing seri-
ous health risks for already 
vulnerable newborns. Even 
non-immunosuppressive al-
ternatives require extensive 
testing for safety and effi-
cacy in neonatal contexts. 
Still, if a targeted therapy 
could safely accelerate heart 
maturation in the days fol-
lowing birth, it could change 
outcomes for infants with 
congenital heart disease, 
helping fragile hearts stabi-
lize not just through surgical 
repair, but through cellular 
resilience.

Understanding how mito-
chondria govern the heart’s 
transition from fetal to post-
natal life offers more than 
just insight — it opens doors. 
For Porter, the next five to 
10 years are about trans-
lating this bench research 
to safe, targeted therapies 
that can guide develop-
ing hearts toward function 
when it matters most. His 
hope is simple but bold: to 
give fragile newborns not 
just a chance at survival, but 
a stronger start. If success-
ful, the research Porter’s lab 
is pioneering could change 
the outcomes for the tini-
est hearts facing the biggest 
odds.

Anandkumar is a member 
of the Class of 2028.

‘His hope is simple 
but bold.’
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‘"For autistic 
students and others 
with disabilities, the 

challenge can be 
quite exacerbated."’

‘Her approach is 
rooted in challenging 

ableism and the 
systemic biases that 
often underestimate 

the capabilities.’

‘More than just a 
professional milestone 

— it’s a deeply 
personal honor.’

‘"It would take four 
very accomplished 

faculty members [to 
match] one Tristram 

Smith."’
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OPINIONS

On the morning of Oct. 7, 
2023, the Palestinian mili-
tant group Hamas launched 
an unprecedented terror at-
tack on Israel. Over 2,000 
rockets were launched from 
the Gaza Strip, and thou-
sands of Hamas fighters en-
tered Israel in trucks, cars, 
and on paraglides. Almost 
1,200 people were barbar-
ically murdered, women 
were systematically raped, 
and 251 civilians were kid-
napped to Gaza. Entire 
communities were reduced 
to ashes. Shockingly, these 
atrocities were celebrated 
in the streets of Gaza.

Hamas has been the sole 
governing body in Gaza 
since 2007 and has been 
designated a terrorist or-
ganization by the U.S., EU, 
and various other countries. 
In its original 1988 charter, 
Hamas expressed their be-
lief the region should be an 
“Islamic land” and advocat-
ed for the  “obliteration” of 
Israel. This same founding 
charter explicitly encourag-
es the targeting and killing 
of Jews — a belief that was 
tragically put into practice 
on Oct. 7. Many have framed 
the attack as an act of resis-
tance, and even place blame 
on innocent Israeli civil-
ians. But let’s be clear: Rape 
and civilian hostage-taking 
are war crimes, strictly pro-
hibited under international 
humanitarian law.

Since Oct. 7, the scariest 
thing I’ve heard on campus 
is the call for a “Student 
Intifada.” Many students 
claim to stand for peace 
while chanting “There is 
only one solution — intifada 
revolution” and “Globalize 
the intifada!” However, this 
is rhetoric deeply rooted in 
violence.

We must evaluate ideas 
and slogans based on their 
real-world applications, 
not just how they’re framed 
rhetorically. In practice, an 
Intifada has never been a 
peaceful uprising — it has 
been a display of violence, 
terror, and the targeting of 
Jews. The first two Intifadas 
took the lives of over 6,000 
people, more than 800 of 
whom were Israeli civil-
ians. They were marked by 
deadly terrorist attacks and 
suicide bombings against 
Israeli civilians on buses, 
in restaurants, and on city 
streets. Palestinian civil-
ians also suffered during 
this period; over 100 were 
executed by the Palestine 
Liberation Organization 
and organizations connect-
ed with it for suspicion of 

cooperating with Israeli 
forces.

Promoting such incen-
diary language under the 
guise of social justice does 
a disservice to the cause 
of peace and dangerously 
normalizes incitement to 
violence.

Jewish students should 
not have to live with threats 
of violence or feel unsafe 
because of their identity. It 
is the responsibility of the 
University to protect stu-
dents, both from harm, and 
from being misled into pro-
moting terrorist ideology. 
The spike in global antise-
mitic violence since Oct. 7 
is not a coincidence — it’s a 
direct consequence of this 
kind of rhetoric. Hearing 
my peers support these 
ideas in person and on so-
cial media is not just unset-
tling, it’s terrifying. 

Students for Justice in 
Palestine (SJP) is not a 
recognized University or-
ganization despite publicly 
using University branding. 
They are neither affiliated 
with the University, listed 
on CCC, or obligated to fol-
low official guidelines for 
student groups. Using UR 
logos on social media posts 
doesn’t make you an official 
club, it just makes you guilty 
of trademark infringement.

As a student, what’s most 
disturbing is knowing that 
an unrecognized Hamas-
linked group can operate on 
campus, and even collab-
orate with official student 
organizations. SJP has been 
at the forefront of encour-
aging hate speech, includ-
ing threats to Jewish and 
Israeli students — myself 
included.

The national SJP orga-
nization has been linked 
to Hamas through the 
American Muslims for 
Palestine Organization 
(AMP). AMP has been at 
the forefront of expand-
ing SJP’s collegiate pres-
ence and is tied to Hamas 
themselves. In a letter from 
Senator Bill  Cassidy, the 
chair of the Senate Health, 
Education, Labor, and 
Pensions Committee, the 
senator calls into question 
AMP for their connections 
to Hamas. It’s not a stretch 
to suggest that the campus 
presence of SJP has a con-
nection to Hamas in some 
way.

Aside from SJP, an opin-
ion article published in 
Campus Times presents 
some uncalled-for anti-Is-
rael opinions. One exam-
ple of this is the article, 
“Israel Week Promotes 
Nationalism Within Our 
Jewish Life on Campus.” 

Following the UR’s annual 
Israel Week 2024, the arti-
cle sought to diminish and 
misrepresent Israeli culture 
and identity. Despite not at-
tending the majority of the 
events, the student authors 
deemed it appropriate to la-
bel the efforts of Rochester 
Students for Israel (a group 
I am a member of) as propa-
ganda and accuse us of pro-
moting nationalist rhetoric. 
Their portrayal not only di-
minished the intent behind 
Israel Week – which was to 
celebrate culture, history, 
and community – but also 
villainized those who par-
ticipated and organized it. 
I couldn’t be more proud to 
be Israeli. Smearing some-
one based on national ori-
gin is bigoted and illegal in 
the U.S.

Like much of Israeli soci-
ety, Israeli culture is shaped 
by the traditions of dias-
poric Jews. It is also shaped 
by the millions of non-Jew-
ish citizens whose cultures 
are also deeply interwoven 
into the broader fabric of 
Israeli life — something we 
proudly highlighted and 
celebrated during Israel 
Week.

There are many cultural 
overlaps between Jewish 
and Arab-Muslim commu-
nities in the Middle East, 
just as there are shared el-
ements between Arab cul-
ture and other ethnic and 
religious minorities in the 
region. In fact, the majori-
ty of Jews in Israel fall into 
the category of Mizrahi or 
Sefardic, who are Jews who 
have immigrated from sur-
rounding Middle Eastern/
North African countries. To 
suggest that Israel is some-
how unworthy of a cultural 
identity, simply because it 
is a predominantly Jewish 
country, is antisemitic. 
Denying the existence and 
legitimacy of Israeli culture 
silences an entire people 
and erases the rich, com-
plex history that defines 
them. Thus, the notion that 
Israelis have no culture, or 
no right to express that cul-
ture on this campus, is not 
just discriminatory — it is 
rooted in ignorance, and 
frankly, racism.

Diminishing the cultures 
of other students on campus 
will not improve the lives of 
anyone in the Middle East. 
Repeating violent rhetoric 

and aligning with terror 
groups like Hamas also 
does nothing to advance 
peace. In fact, such actions 
have only, and will only 
deepen the suffering of the 
Palestinian people. These 
cycles of violence hinder 
any chance of meaningful 
dialogue or reconciliation.

The University cannot 
resolve the conflict in the 
Middle East. What it can 
and should do is ensure ac-
ademic neutrality, freedom, 
and respect for students of 
all religions and ethnicities, 
and encourage healthy and 
diverse viewpoints.

As students, we must 
also take responsibility. We 
should strive to build bridg-
es, not walls, between our 
peers. If we truly want to 
pursue peace abroad, let’s 
first create peace on our 
own campus.

Editor’s Note: The digital 
version of this article (on 
campustimes.org) includes 
hyperlinked sources.

Ben Ami is a member of 
the Class of 2025. 
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President Donald 
Trump signed an 
executive order des-

ignating English as the offi-
cial language of the United 
States March 1, once again 
proudly demonstrating his 
administration’s continued 
and determined hatred of 
the ideals this country was 
founded upon. The new or-
der is an utterly silly and un-
necessary designation, one 
that symbolically minimizes 
a truly exceptional element 
of this country’s linguistic 
history. Until that moment, 
the U.S. was one of just 
five countries  with no offi-
cial language, alongside the 
United Kingdom, Mexico, 
Eritrea, and Australia. It’s 
hardly the greatest harm 
he’s brought about by exec-
utive order over the past few 
months, but it’s upsetting 
nonetheless. 

I am plenty disillusioned 
from the passion and pos-
itivity for this country in-
stilled into me in my young-
er years, but I promise that 
there are still things I like 
about it. Near the top of that 
list is the diversity we host as 
a nation for the nationless, 
which manifests in a variety 
of ways. Language is one of 
the most visible (or perhaps 
audible) of these, enhancing 
our culture and daily lives. 
There are countless exam-
ples of this, but perhaps my 
favorite are all the wonder-
ful words that Yiddish in-
troduced into the American 
lexicon: schmuck, schtick, 
klutz, spiel, schmooze — the 
list goes on. Our culture and 
our lives benefit when we 
don’t mindlessly cling to an 
“official language.”

There are very real bene-
fits that non-English speak-
ers in this country gain from  
in not having a national lan-
guage. Essential functions 
of our government, from 
translated tax documents 
to interpreters in court tes-
timonies and hearings, were 
likely facilitated by our lack 

of a national adherence to 
English before March 1. 
Although the recent decree 
does little to alter these 
functions, it tramples upon 
a morally good status quo — 
one that once demonstrated 
our unique status as a di-
verse nation.

And this isn’t the only ex-
ample of how America takes 
its multilingual nature for 
granted — despite the strong 
linguistic diversity present 
in the U.S., there remains 
an avoidance of non-English 
language instruction in our 
K-12 education system. In 
fact, there’s not even a feder-
al mandate for a foreign lan-
guage requirement in public 
education. My school dis-
trict was an outlier, requir-
ing me to choose between 
Spanish, French, and later 
on, Latin, which I took for 
all four years of high school, 
after taking  Spanish in mid-
dle and high school. While 
the Spanish instruction I re-
ceived during my secondary 
schooling assists me great-
ly in my endeavors to learn 
the language now,  I wasn’t 
offered language instruction 
until seventh grade. It’s also 
important to recognize that 
my experience — flawed as it 
was — still exceeds the stan-
dard we’ve decided to ac-
cept for ourselves regarding 
non-English language ed-
ucation. The fact that large 
swaths of our country don’t 
even try to teach children 
multiple languages hampers 
their potential to be multi-
lingual as citizens, and our 
potential to be multilingual 
as a nation. For example, 
access to Spanish, the sec-
ond-most spoken language 
in the U.S. — as access to vir-
tually any language would — 
provides employment and 
quality of life benefits for the 
country as a whole.

There’s only one way to 
combat the monolingual 
directive that this execu-
tive seems to set, and that’s 
to push for multilingual-
ism at local levels. In par-
ticular, multilingualism on 

university campuses must 
be openly encouraged as a 
means to advance this aim. 
In the absence of grade 
schools pushing students 
to learn foreign languages, 
universities are in privi-
leged positions as foremost 
proponents of cultural and 
intellectual development. 
The whole community ben-
efits by embracing the great 
linguistic diversity at our 
University, opening us up 
to a wider variety of per-
spectives and backgrounds. 
Personally, I have benefit-
ed from the simple act of 
being on a diverse campus 
and meeting all sorts of peo-
ple from all sorts of places. 
This cultural enrichment 
was not available to me in 
my overwhelmingly white 
hometown. 

Every language, wheth-
er spoken or unspoken, is 
intrinsically and uniquely 
valuable. English is no dif-
ferent. But to live your life in 
only one language is to deny 
yourself access to entire 
populations of people you 
otherwise could never com-
municate with. Such shack-
les shouldn’t exist near any 
university, much less one 
with as sizable of an interna-
tional student population as 
ours.

Enhanced emphasis on 
multilingualism must be 
pursued in the coming years, 
especially at local levels like 
within our University. Let 
this executive order serve as 
a warning sign, and a call to 
action. The Trump admin-
istration is actively trying 
to homogenize this coun-
try, uphold and accelerate 
marginalization, and silence 
voices. As has been asserted 
in the past few weeks, UR 
possesses the institutional 
power to stem the growing 
tide of fascism in the U.S. 
Defying Trump’s nonsen-
sical declaration by further 
embracing linguistic diver-
sity, rather than shying away 
from it, is one of the very 
many ways the University 
can, and should, wield that 
power.

Scinta is a member of 
the Class of 2025.
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We Need More Language

JOY LU / ILLUSTRATIONS EDITOR

BY JAKE SCINTA
STAFF WRITER

Graduation Anxiety

I first felt it when my ot-
toman broke. It’s one 
of those classic college 

storage ottomans — the kind 
that opens up to hold what-
ever you want (usually some 
sort of contraband your RA 
shouldn’t find). I sit on mine 
every morning, and I guess 
the wear and tear of not prop-
erly aligning the lid finally 
caused the seat to cave in. 

I was annoyed. My chair 
was broken. And my next 
thought was, “well, it’s not 
worth buying a new one since 
I’ll be leaving soon anyway.” 
And there it was.

Suddenly, I crossed the 
threshold: I was close enough 
to graduation that it wasn’t 
worth replacing broken 
things.

A few weeks later, the shoe 
rack in the entryway of my 
apartment broke. My room-
mate and I laughed about 
how it had been falling 
apart slowly for the past few 
months, and now that it could 
barely hold more than one 
pair of shoes at a time, it was 
finally on its last legs. But we 
both agreed it was too close to 
“the end” to bother trying to 
repair it — we could survive a 
broken shoe rack in the time 
we had left. Which was, as 
we were finding increasingly 
hard to ignore, not a lot of 
time.

The month of April has 
brought on a lot of strange 
things: springtime snow, 
pressing deadlines, and the 
undeniable feeling of some-
thing nearing its end. I have 
finally reached a point where 
every day, whether I’d like to 
or not, I think about how little 
time there is until I graduate 
college and am shoved out 
into the mysterious abyss of  
“Real Life.” And though this 
has brought on many feel-
ings — panic, joy, relief, ter-
ror — it has also sparked a 
certain kind of joie de vivre 
that is only ever possible as 
one approaches the end of 
something.

With an expiration date 
looming, there is an in-
stinct to make the most of 
things while you can. Bucket 
lists spring from nowhere. 
Confessions are made. Risks 
are taken. What was once a 
foreign, formless concept is 
suddenly staring you in the 
face: Graduation is here.  And 
where you maybe once felt 

fear or apprehension, or even 
apathy, something kicks into 
drive. It’s either this month 
that you finally try Rochester’s 
famous garbage plate, or nev-
er. You either plan that trip 
with your friends now, or it 
will never happen. Now any 
hypothetical is slapped with 
an ultimatum: It’s either real 
and happens right now, or it 
stays a daydream forever.

It’s a scary thing, but a beau-
tiful one. It’s a reminder to 
live things to the fullest, and 
to not leave regrets behind. 
The logical knowledge that all 
things end fails spectacularly 
against the incredible human 
skill of adaptation. But there 
is a wonderful, brief period 
of time when it finally sinks 
in, and suddenly the here 
and now is real, finite, and 
special. Small things become 
huge: walking to class on a 
nice day, a kind professor, 
a joke with friends. And big 
things become manageable: 
putting yourself out there, 
trying a new skill, changing 
your routine. Because if not 
now, when?

I’ve only been able to find 
this feeling a few times in my 
life; every time on the edge 
between something old and 
something just beginning. 
But each time, I hold onto it 
as a reminder that with every 
ending, no matter how bit-
ter or how sweet, there are 
some things worth holding 
onto and others worth let-
ting go. It’s a reminder that 
these moments that I’m sud-
denly grateful for, or these 
opportunities that I’m sud-
denly ready to seize were here 
for much longer than I was 
able to appreciate them, and 
that in my next chapter of life 
(wherever that leads me), it’s 
worth slowing down to make 
the most of what I have. I’m 
not sure if the lesson ever 
sticks for very long — like I 
said, humans are excellent 
at adapting and settling in — 
but it stays a little longer each 
time I experience it. So take it 
from a senior: appreciate ev-
erything, even the mediocre 
things, and never underesti-
mate how quickly time will 
go by. Make the most of what 
you have for all the time that 
you have it. And of course, re-
member to buy a storage ot-
toman that actually lasts.

Jacob is a member of 
the Class of 2025.

BY ENANA JACOB
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

‘Language is one 
of the most visible 

(or perhaps audible) 
of these, enhancing 

our culture and daily 
lives.’

‘There are very real 
benefits that non-En-
glish speakers in this 

country gain from 
not having a national 

language.’

JOY LU/ ILLUSTRATIONS EDITOR

‘The Trump admin-
istration is actively 

trying to homogenize 
this country, uphold 
and accelerate mar-

ginalization, and 
silence voices.’

‘Every language, 
whether spoken or 

unspoken, is intrin-
sically and uniquely 

valuable.’



Friday, April 25 
8 p.m. EDT

Hill Court Parking Lot
Doors open @ 6:30 pm

The University of Rochester 
is committed to providing 

inclusive experiences and equal 
access to programs and services. 

If you anticipate needing any type 
of accommodation, please contact

Wilson Commons Student Activities at 
WCSA@rochester.edu or 585-275-5911. 
In all situations, a good faith effort (up 

until the time of the event) will be made 
to provide accommodations.

SAB is SA funded.

Springfest Weekend
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Sex & the CT: Vaginismus Edition

BY MARIAH LANSING
COLUMNIST

Anonymous, a 
2 2 - y e a r - o l d 
straight female 

asks: “Vaginismus: let’s 
talk about it! It’s a real-
ly hard issue, especially 
when your bf REALLY 
wants to have sex with 
you…”

Dear Anonymous, thank 
you for your request! 
Admittedly, I was not very 
well-informed about vaginis-
mus and its treatments until 
I took the time to look into it 
at your behest. Now, I agree 
that this information is vi-
tal for sexually-active college 
students to have. 

Vaginismus, according to 
most peer-reviewed medical 
sources, is a condition when 
the muscles of the vagina 
involuntarily contract upon 
penetration. This response, 
which is not something the 
individual can control, can 
lead to pain during pene-
trative sexual intercourse. 
Vaginismus causes dyspa-
reunia, the medical term 
for painful intercourse. 
Vaginismus differs from oth-
er types of sexual dysfunction 
in that there is no physical 
sign of why the person is ex-
periencing contractions. 

Sometimes this pain can 
make it difficult to insert 
tampons and receive gyne-
cological exams. For many 
people with vaginismus, not 
being able to have sex without 

experiencing pain causes a lot 
of distress. It can be a burden, 
especially if they already feel 
pressure to perform sexually. 

The cause of vaginismus is 
unknown, and variable be-
tween each individual’s nar-
rative. Medical journals say 
vaginismus could be caused 
by a traumatic assault or un-
wanted sexual contact, an in-
jury caused during childbirth, 
social stigma surrounding 
women’s sexuality, or even 
anxiety. Vaginismus is typi-
cally considered to be more of 
a psychological dysfunction 
than a somatic dysfunction, 
meaning the person’s body is 
likely reacting automatical-
ly to stimuli it perceives as a 
threat. 

The most likely reason we 
don’t have more definitive 
answers of what vaginismus 
is, how it starts, and why 
it happens is that there is 
very little published, vetted 
research on the subject. A 
comprehensive study by the 
National Institute of Health 
concluded that it is difficult 
to pinpoint the best treat-
ment for vaginismus because 
no existing study has enough 
reliable data extracted from a 
satisfactory sample size due 

to the “heterogeneity of com-
parisons within the studies” 
and an “inadequate reporting 
of data.” 

While the formal diagno-
sis rate of vaginismus is low, 
medical professionals believe 
more women, who are not 
comfortable bringing up the 
subject with their doctors, 
could struggle with the condi-
tion. Sexual topics are taboo, 
especially for women who 
have grown up in environ-
ments where sex, particularly 
before marriage, is seen as a 
moral failing. 

If you, like Anonymous, 
suspect that you have vaginis-
mus, the first best step would 
be to mention your concerns 
to your gynecologist. They 
might perform a physical 
examination to ensure that 
there aren’t any noticeable 
injuries or alternative reasons 
for involuntary pelvic mus-
cle contractions. From there, 
your provider may have a few 
suggestions for treatment.

Common forms of treat-
ment for vaginismus are sex 
therapy (either solo or with 
your partner), pelvic floor 
physical therapy, education, 
and systematic desensitiza-
tion. The last form, systematic 
desensitization, is a very scary 
looking phrase that means 
getting your vaginal canal 
used to the stimulus of pen-
etration in a controlled en-
vironment. This can be done 
with a finger or with a tool 
called a dilator. These long, 
silicone tools look similar to 

dildos, but come in progres-
sive widths and lengths to 
allow the user to work up to 
penetration for larger objects, 
like a penis. 

While I wouldn’t recom-
mend this for more sensi-
tive issues, I found that the 
subreddit r/vaginismus is full 
of various experiences from 
people who have dealt with 
the condition themselves. 

Anoymous, the only con-
cern I have with your submis-
sion is that you mentioned 
vaginismus is really hard to 
deal with, “especially when 
your bf REALLY wants to 
have sex with you.” It’s all 
fine and dandy that your boy-
friend wants to have sex — 
but do you? Do you feel pres-
sured to have sex even when 
it is painful or uncomfort-
able? Because that will not 
help alleviate the symptoms 
of vaginismus. 

When it comes to overcom-
ing a challenge in sexual in-
tercourse such as vaginismus, 
it is really important that the 
person with the condition is 
supported and does not feel 
pressured to do anything that 
is painful. Sex should be fun 
and pleasurable, not some-
thing that you dread because 
it hurts. 

This is not to say women 

who have vaginismus do not 
feel desire — it’s actually quite 
the opposite. Vaginismus 
does not hinder a woman’s 
sexual desire unless she feels 
extremely nervous about the 
pain she expects to expe-
rience during sex. Women 
who have vaginismus often 
do want to have sex, but can’t 
due to their condition making 
it painful. 

Overcoming vaginismus is 
likely going to be a time com-
mitment for the person who 
has it. Treating vaginismus 
requires a lot of patience and 
grace with yourself; it won’t 
go away overnight, and being 
hard on yourself will likely 
only make your symptoms 
more persistent. And if your 
partner can’t handle going 
without penetrative sex, the 
onus is on them to communi-
cate that and collaborate with 
you to find a way to meet their 
needs.

Vaginismus can be incred-
ibly difficult to deal with, 
but treatment is available. 
The most important thing is 
that we have open dialogues 
about vaginismus. Hopefully, 
this can lead to more compre-
hensive studies and more av-
enues of treatment becoming 
available. Ultimately, this can 
reduce the stigma surround-
ing dyspareunia and painful 
intercourse, in turn making it 
easier for women to get help 
for this issue. 

 
Lansing is a member of 

the Class of 2025.

‘Vaginismus is 
typically considered 

to be more of a 
psychological 

dysfunction than a 
somatic dysfunction.’

BRIDGET TOKIWA  / SENIOR STAFF

‘Sex should be fun 
and pleasurable, 

not something that 
you dread because it 

hurts.’
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Marketed as an “electro-
pop opera,” Dave Malloy’s 
“Natasha, Pierre and the 
Great Comet of 1812” is, much 
like its source material, a 
challenge — one recently 
tackled by UR’s International 
Theatre Program. Ripped 
from the eighth book of Leo 
Tolstoy’s “War and Peace,” 
“Great Comet” details the 
stories of two Russian aris-
tocrats: Pierre Bezukhov 
(Eastman first-year Jordan 
Oney), who undergoes an in-
ternal crisis worsened by a 
lack of support from his wife 
Hélène (first-year Annabel 
Barker) and other peers, and 
Natasha Rostova (junior 
Annika Almquist), who longs 
for her fiancé Andrey (senior 
Gabriel Pierce) after he goes 
off to war. Behind the lush or-
chestration, entrancing score, 
and fanciful plot lies a simple 
yet transcendent tale of hope, 
love, and rebirth, showing 
that one can still rebuild their 
life even when they think it is 
over.

While UR’s production of 
“Great Comet” stunned as 
expected, I left the show with 
decidedly mixed opinions 
surrounding their unique 
interpretation of the source 
material.

When I entered the black-
box in the Sloan Performing 
Arts Center, I was met with 
an incredibly immersive 
room complete with a bar 
and couches. I will avoid 
spoiling too much about the 
show (as it will be returning 
next weekend), but the set felt 
as if it was truly inhabited by 
the actors. This feeling of im-
mersion only increased as the 
show began with its dazzling 
opener “Prologue,” which 
solidified for me that the 
production was going to be 
something special. The show 

kicks off with a dizzying pace, 
perhaps too dizzying. For the 
first time, I realized how fast 
“Great Comet”’s first act is. 

Regardless, the perfor-
mances were excellent all-
around. Oney nailed the 
character’s debilitating inter-
nal battle with himself, and 
Almquist as Natasha sold 
the role of a young ingenue 
longing for her fiancé. Some 
members of the cast played 
instruments, at times while 
singing, a feat which I can’t 
imagine the needed skill and 
practice to complete. The in-
strumental backing, played 
by the pit band on the up-
stairs mezzanine, was well 
done and sounded much like 
the original cast album. I’d 
also like to shout out the in-
credibly energetic ensemble 
moments, which were an ab-
solute standout. It should be 
noted that since many of the 
lyrics are taken straight from 
Tolstoy’s prose, the characters 
often narrate their actions 
like in a book, which may be 
a turn-off for some audience 
members. 

The staging throughout 
“Great Comet” was creative 
and impressive. While there 
were many wonderful ele-
ments to rave about, I par-
ticularly loved the usage of 
a disco ball that showed up 
during important emotional 
numbers. Taking the fullest 
advantage of the small ven-
ue at Sloan, the disco ball 
set piece elevated UR’s pro-
duction of “Great Comet” to 
heights greater than the orig-
inal production, which used a 
chandelier instead. Lighting, 
in general, was utilized ex-
ceptionally well to heighten 
emotion.

Yet while most elements 
of the staging and blocking 
worked, one elicited mixed 
reactions from me. At the 
end of Act I, rolling gurney 

platforms were introduced 
and then utilized throughout 
most of Act II. Though there 
were times when these rolling 
platforms added to the scene, 
in others they seemed some-
what gimmicky. Additionally, 
in certain scenes when the 
platforms were used, lights 
turned on for what I assume 
were safety reasons, which 
had the unfortunate effect of 
breaking my immersion. Even 
with the lights on, I had my 
doubts on whether the plat-
forms were safe for the actors; 
whenever someone jumped 
on one, it shook. While I did 
not think the rewards were 
worth the costs, I’ll still give 
points for creativity.

Now it’s time to talk about 
the premise of this produc-
tion. Unlike the original 
production, which was set 
in a posh Russian dinner 
club-inspired setting, the 
Theatre Program’s “Great 
Comet” took place in what 
looked to be modern war-
torn Ukraine. The set heavily 
evoked Ukraine, containing 
war propaganda and dis-
tinctly Ukrainian references. 
Costumes also reflected mod-
ern military clothing.

Setting “Great Comet” 
in Ukraine is a risky move. 
“Great Comet” is an explic-
itly Russian-inspired show 
that cannot be removed from 
this context. The music is in-
spired by Russian folk music, 
there are lyrical references 
to Moscow and Petersburg, 
Russian customs are in-
voked, and the characters 
even at times sing in Russian. 
Therefore, having characters 
in a Ukrainian setting per-
form this Russian show is a 
strange decision, especially 
when considering the ongoing 
Ukrainian backlash against 
Russian culture in real life in 
response to Russian denial of 
Ukrainian identity. While the 

director’s note acknowledged 
a similar nationalist senti-
ment during Napoleonic con-
quest in regards to Russian 
backlash against French 
culture, I found that this ex-
planation was insufficient in 
explaining why Ukrainians 
were telling a story inherent 
to Russian culture. 

Because “Great Comet” 
and its source material are 
originally set during the 
Napoleonic Wars, the choice 
of setting also served to create 
parallels between Napoleon 
and Putin, who are both ego-
maniacal conquerors in a 
sense. But that parallel also 
seems mismatched: While 
Russia was defending against 
Napoleon at the time “War 
and Peace” took place, Putin’s 
Russia is now on the offensive 
in 2025. Thus, it seems awk-
ward when a Ukrainian pre-
tending to be a Russian aris-
tocrat criticizes Napoleon/
Putin.

I can, to an extent, under-
stand where this rendition 
of “Great Comet” is coming 
from. In 2017, the Broadway 
revival of “Once on This 
Island” had a similar direc-
torial concept wherein the 
premise was connected to 
current events. “Once on This 
Island,” which is set in the 
French Antilles and based 
on the original “The Little 
Mermaid” fairytale, was 
originally framed as a story 
told to a little girl on an un-
named island who is scared 
after a thunderstorm. In the 
2017 revival, the creative 
team modeled the premise on 
Haiti after a 2016 hurricane, 
transforming the stage into a 
storm-devastated beach com-
plete with windswept debris 
and sand. Furthermore, the 
characters wore makeshift 
costumes that reinforced the 
main theme of regular people 
telling stories. This revival 

was praised by critics for ad-
dressing timely events.

In theory, “Great Comet” 
would have been a great ve-
hicle for similar messaging; 
after all, the characters in 
the show constantly remind 
the audience that they are 
telling a story, and they even 
play their own instruments. 
However, this wartime-in-
spired concept cannot be 
applied as readily due to the 
differing historical context 
mentioned above. Instead, it 
comes across as Ukrainians 
telling a Russian story, which 
doesn’t make sense.

Overall, I struggle to under-
stand what this production 
of “Great Comet” brings to 
the table that justifies put-
ting it in a political context, 
as the message the produc-
tion wants to convey with its 
Ukraine setting clashes with 
the material given by the orig-
inal script. I think the show is 
strong enough to stand on its 
own without needing to make 
it explicitly political — if any-
thing, politics have the poten-
tial to distract from and dilute 
its simple themes of hope, re-
birth, and the universality of 
the human experience.

Putting politics aside, 
“Great Comet” is a high-qual-
ity production with plenty to 
look forward to, and I thor-
oughly enjoyed it as a whole. 
In terms of performances and 
technical aspects, the show 
remains an excellent piece 
of student theatre. “Natasha, 
Pierre and the Great Comet of 
1812” is running at the Sloan 
Performing Arts Center until 
April 25, with free tickets for 
students at the door.

Wu is a member of 
the Class of 2027.

‘Great Comet’ Shot Too Close to the Sun
BY ELAINE WU
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

CULTURE

Jason Momoa Performs Humiliation Ritual in the 
Form of ‘A Minecraft Movie’

Readers, I’m going to do 
my very best to write this re-
view, but you’ll have to forgive 
me if it isn’t my best work: I 
estimate that a third of my 
brain cells were massacred 
during my first viewing of “A 
Minecraft Movie,” and anoth-
er third bit the dust the sec-
ond time around. Can I sue 
Jared Hess or something? I 
mean, thank god I’m not pre-
med anymore. Let’s not even 
try to imagine the damage 
I’d do down the line to what-
ever poor soul was under my 
scalpel after that two-hun-
dred-minute fever dream (in 
3D, no less).

“A Minecraft Movie” is 

directed by the aforemen-
tioned Jared Hess, who 
(along with his wife Jerusha 
Hess) delivered such classics 
as “Napoleon Dynamite” and 
“Nacho Libre.” Hess brings 
the movie’s titular sand-
box game to the big screen 
with the sort of avant-garde 
whimsy that only a lifelong 
Mormon can provide: I’m 
vaguely in awe of the kind of 
brain that can write dialogue 
like this while dead sober and 
uncaffeinated. 

Furthermore, the film 
stars a frankly bizarre cast 
of characters; including Jack 
Black as an erratic version 
of Minecraft’s default ava-
tar, Steve, Jason Momoa in a 
pink leather jacket, Danielle 

Brooks (who I actually don’t 
even have a snide comment 
about), and two of the most 
boring child actors of all 
time. Oh, and we can’t forget 
Jennifer Coolidge and her vil-
lager meet-cute side plot. 

The standout character here 
is Jason Momoa, not because 
of any aptitude as an actor 
but rather because his per-
formance evoked a rapt at-
tention in me that is typically 
only inspired by car crashes. 
Genuinely, I have never said 
this before in my life, but I 
truly believe this movie may 
have been a humiliation ritu-
al of some sort. It was so base 
and abject that, eventually, 
around the one hour mark of 
the first viewing, my disdain 

started to mutate into a sexu-
al objectification so gripping 
I was forced to reevaluate the 
depth of my famed sadistic 
streak. For reference, I re-
cently swooned over a scene 
of a man drinking large quan-
tities of blood so quickly I 
thought he was about to vomit 
like he pushed Thanksgiving 
too far (hot?), and what this 
movie did to Jason Momoa 
still tested my limits. 

As a whole, this mov-
ie was bad in about every 
way a movie can possibly be 
bad. Its writing was frank-
ly incomprehensible, its CGI 
was disturbing, and the vast 
majority of its characters 
were almost intolerably in-
sufferable. However, I’m not 

quite pretentious enough to 
pretend the purpose of “A 
Minecraft Movie” is to pro-
vide a great work of art to an 
adult population of English 
majors: Obviously, it’s a block-
buster product selling nostal-
gia in return for Jack Black 
figurines and pink stuffed 
sheep revenue. Maybe that’s 
what’s disappointing about it: 
I simply didn’t feel that much 
nostalgia.

Read the rest of this article 
online at www.campustimes.
org.

Howe is a member of 
the Class of 2026.

BY RILEY HOWE
STAFF WRITER



ACROSS
1 *Flower?
4 Courtroom

transcriber
6 _ ____ __ aces

makes a stellar
poker hand

8 Quarterback
Manning

9 Independent fiscal
watchdog in the
UK, or an anagram
for ROB

10 The toe of Italy's
"boot", in Italy

12 Cello opening
13 *Quality flower?

DOWN
1 "___ Mir Bist Du

Schoen": Andrews
Sisters hit

2 Spread out, as a
yoga mat

3 *Grass joint?
4 *Jazz cigarette?
5 "Meditation in

motion" you might
see in the park

6 UR music
technology org, or
an anagram for
SEA

7 ___ Diavolo, or an
anagram for ARF

11 Suffix with super
or infer
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Roachester’s New Delicacy
Do you feel like your meal 

plan isn’t giving you enough 
food to live off of, or just 
that you’re no longer satis-
fied with the food options 
in the dining halls? Well, let 
me tell you — it’s your lucky 
day. A new popular food is 
spreading around the River 
Campus, and the supply is 
not expected to run out any-
time soon. This new food, 
exploding is popularity, is 
bugs — specifically roaches.

If you’ve stepped in a 
dorm (or any building on 
campus), you probably have 
been graced with the pres-
ence of such a delicacy — or 
maybe it’s been so long that 
you chose to forget about 
those times. Now, it’s com-
mon practice to catch these 
roaches and flame grill them 
over an open fire in the mid-
dle of Wilson Quadrangle. 
With the light seasoning of 
salt and pepper, the flavors 
of these little critters hit 
like that childhood memo-
ry of Kumon work. The ex-
tra crunch they come with 
brings out the fresh taste 

even more. Bonus: They’re 
also high in protein. 

If freshly-caught roaches 
right from the source aren’t 
quite your style, the new 
shipment of beetles for the 
BIOL-099 lab will definitely 
tickle those brain wrinkles 
of yours. They’re small and 
just the right size to pack 
and travel with. The small 
crunch they produce is in-
stantly followed by a wave 
of juiciness unlike all else. 
With the high reproduction 
rate of these beetles, it’ll 
be impossible for you to be 

lacking food.
Now, the next time you 

get charged by a roach af-
ter entering Simon Business 
School or have to play with 
way-too-small beetles, just 
scoop them up with your 
hand, roast them, and now 
you have a perfect meal to 
enjoy. 

Jiang is a member of 
the Class of 2028.

GABRIEL JIANG  / HUMOR EDITOR

BY GABRIEL JIANG 
HUMOR EDITOR

Weed Between the Lines
BY CALEB OSHINSKY
STAFF PUZZLER

Papercuts: Pets
BY JOSHUA SCHIAVI
STAFF WRITER

Correction

HUMOR

BY KATIE JARVIS
COPY CHIEF

In the April 1 edition of 
the ClemenTimes, a bias 
disclosure incorrectly stat-
ed that (former) copy chief 
Katie Jarvis was born to an 
English citizen. The former 
copy chief’s mother contacted 
Jarvis in the family group chat 
this past week to inform her 
that there is “no such thing as 
an English citizen” and that 
she is instead a “British citi-
zen.” Jarvis’ sister joined in 
the conversation stating “this 
is [an] embarrassing mistake 
to print,” and further alleg-
ing that Jarvis does not have 
“strong opinions about tea,” 
and that she “[doesn’t] even 
drink it with milk.” 

These are serious accusa-
tions and measures will be 
taken to ensure that such an 
error does not happen again. 
As punishment, Jarvis will be 
forced to retract her resigna-
tion and will be reinstated as 
Copy Chief for the remainder 
of her term.

Jarvis is a member of
the Class of 2026 (T5).

‘This new food with 
exploding popularity 
is Periplaneta Amer-
icana: the American 

Cockroach.’

‘The new shipment 
of beetles for the 

BIOL-099 lab will 
definitely tickle those 

brain wrinkles of 
yours.’

The answers to this crossword can be found online at www.campustimes.org.


